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P. O. Dept. 

MAIL—LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, TO NEW ORLEANS. 

LETTER 
FROM 

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL, 

TRANSMITTING 

The information required by a resolution of the House of Representa¬ 
tives of the 11 th instant, in relation to the existing Contract for 
Carrying the Mail from Louisville, Kentucky, to New Orleans. 

February 23, 1839. 

Read, and laid upon the table. 

Post Office Department, 

February 22, 1839. 

Sir : In compliance with the resolution of the House of Representa¬ 
tives adopted on the Uth instant, I have the honor to “communicate all 
the facts in relation to the existing contract for carrying the mail from 
Louisville, Kentucky, lo New Orleans,” &c., as called for in said reso¬ 
lution. 

This service was advertised to be let on the 24th day of July, 1837. 
The Following proposals were received, viz : 

William Steward.—8350,000 as advertised ; or $300,000, eight days 
down and twelve up; or $150,000, three times a week, six days down 
and twelve up. 

C. M. Strader, by E. P. Johnson, attorney, (excluding St. Louis 
branch.)—$300,000 for first year, as advertised, in the longest time 
specified; $175,000, second year; $150,000, third year; $125,000, 
fourth year. After the first year, increasing speed seven days down and 
eleven days up, calling at the most important offices daily, and the unim¬ 
portant ones weekly. 

Second proposition, (excluding St. Louis branch.)—$200,000 for first 
year, tri weekly mail; $175,000 for second year, daily mail; $150,000 
for third year, daily mail; $150,000 for fourth year, daily mail. Speed 
as under the first proposition. 

Third proposition.—$25,000 for mail from St. Louis to the mouth of 
the Ohio river ; $35,000 if it is required to run to Louisville. Pro- 
Thomas Allen, print, 
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rata deduction to he made for the time the boats are laid up on account 
of ice. 

Received, 22d July, 1837, Johnson and Strader, $180,000, with branch 
mail to St. Louis tri-weekly for the first year, and daily for the balance 
of the term, payable quarter-yearly, in funds now or hereafter on depos 
ite in places named. To run in the longest time named in the adver¬ 
tisement for the first year ; and after that, to run down in seven days and 
up in eleven days, and as much sooner as practicable. A room for the 
mails to be provided in each boat, to be kept under lock and key, The 
post offices of the smaller class to be supplied weekly, and to furnish 
good clerks to take charge of the mail. 

Neither of the original propositions was satisfactory to the Depart¬ 
ment, and an arrangement was negotiated with the lowest bidders, on 
terms which will appear by the last proposition and the contract, a copy 
of which is herewith transmitted. 

7'he service was commenced on the 4th November, 1837. 
In 1838, upon application of the contractors, the arrangement was 

modified, as will appear by the order endorsed upon the contract. To 
this change the Department was induced by the necessity for retrenching 
the expenditures of the Department, in consequence of the check given 
to its revenue by the stoppage of banks and suspension of business ; by 
the diminished importance of the service, from the same causes ; by the 
unavoidable irregularity of the supply of the way offices on the Louis¬ 
iana and Mississippi coasts by the through-going boats ; by the difficulty 
in enforcing the supply of the way offices generally by the captains of 
the boats, and of obtaining any accurate information of their omissions 
and neglects ; and by the expense and difficulty in employing carriers, 
at the river offices, under the direct control of the Department. 

By lopping off the St. Louis branch, to which that community were 
entirely indifferent, a retrenchment of $20,000 per annum was effected ; 
by dispensing with the daily mail on the main line for the second year, 
and commencing the reduction of pay three months before the com¬ 
mencement of the year, a direct saving of $75,000 was accomplished ; 
in addition to which, about. $2,000 per year, for carriers at the river 
offices, was saved, and the packet, service from New Orleans to St, 
Francisville, and from Natchez to Vicksburg, and the board of agents 
upon the boats, also secured. 

It was expected that the contractors would, as soon as practicable, 
have a line of mail boats, owned by themselves, or at least under their 
absolute control. Although well aware that this was no light underta¬ 
king, the Department was not satisfied that during the first two quarters 
the contractors were making all practicable exertions to accomplish that 
object. In the spring of 1838, however, they took hold of the busi¬ 
ness with a vigor which promised soon to build up a mail line which 
should do honor to the service and meet the wishes of the public. Un¬ 
fortunately, the early and long-continued drought of last summer, and 
the unusual duration of the obstruction by ice this winter, have sadly 
deranged this line, and disappointed the sanguine expectations of the 
Department. The mail has been running irregularly during the low 
water. In all cases where the contractors have shown that they were 
prevented from getting through by any unavoidable accident or obstruc¬ 
tion, they have been excused ; but in cases where no satisfactory excuse 
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has been given, they have been fined, or deductions have been made 
from their pay, as provided for in their contract. 

The only point in which it appears that they have entirely failed to 
fulfil their obligations is in not putting on the steam-packets between 
Natchez and Vicksburg in November last. The steps taken to enforce 
a compliance with this part of their engagement are the imposition of 
fines, as in similar cases. 

The whole amount of fines and deductions, exclusive of the retrench¬ 
ments already noticed, is $10,670. 

It is probable that the completion of the Macadamized roads in progress 
or projected through Kentucky and Tennessee will, in a few years, make 
it expedient to abandon altogether the Ohio river as a regular mail route, 
But as the prospect is distant of any continuous route, by Macadamized 
or rail roads, north and south, through Alabama, Mississippi, and Louis» 
iana, the Mississippi river affords the only means, otherwise than by 
express on horseback, of a rapid mail communication between New 
Orleans and the upper country. The time occupied in descending from 
Louisville to New Orleans, when there is nothing to obstruct the navi¬ 
gation, is now about seven days, and the ascending time about ten. The 
connexion cannot be made in stages in less than thirteen days each way. 
The interests of that vast and now populous region of the Union will not 
permit the Department to dispense with the most rapid interchange of 
mails between the commercial points on the great Western rivers. It 
prefers accomplishing the object by a steamboat mail, rather than an 
express, because the former conveys the whole mail at ordinary postage, 
whereas the latter carries only letters at triple postage, and newspaper 
slips. 

The efforts of the Department will therefore be unceasing to organize 
and perfect this service, and especially to keep up as regular a mail on 
the Mississippi river as the nature of the service will admit. Agents 
have been put on the weekly boats, which supply the small offices, to see 
that every one of them is supplied, and report the exact time of the 
supply to the Department. And it is confidently hoped and believed 
that most of the difficulties on the Mississippi river, and on the Ohio, if 
that river shall receive the improvement of which it is susceptible, may 
be overcome by a few years’ perseverance and experience, and that the 
steamboat mail may be made more useful and more acceptable to the 
country than an express. 

A vast correspondence is now carried on upon the Western waters, 
which does not pass through the post offices. Any attempt to prevent it 
by enforcing the penalties prescribed by the Post Office laws, or other¬ 
wise, will be in vain, until the Government furnishes as rapid and a more 
certain conveyance. This end it is the effort of the Department to ac¬ 
complish ; and should it be effected in the estimation of the public, a vast 
accession would accrue to the revenues of the Department. 

These remarks seemed necessary to a full comprehension of the 
subject. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
AMOS KENDALL. 

Hon, J. K. Polk, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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STEAMBOAT MAIL. 

No. 3330.—180,000 dollars per annum. 

This indenture of contract, made the twenty-fourth day of July, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, between Charles M. 
Strader and Edward P. Johnson, of Louisville, Kentucky, contractors 
for carrying the mails of the United States, of one part, and the United 
States of America of the other part, witnesseth : 

That the said parties have mutually covenanted as follows: That the 
said contractors covenant with the said United States of America— 

1st. To carry the mail of the United States from Louisville, Kentucky, 
by Shawneetown, Illinois; Paducah, Kentucky; Mouth of Ohio; Co¬ 
lumbus, Mills Point, Memphis, Tennessee ; Helena, Arkansas; Colum¬ 
bia, Princeton, Mississippi ; Vicksburg, Grand Gulf, Natchez, St. Fran- 
cisville, Louisiana, and Donaldsonville, to New Orleans, and back, 
tri-weekly for the first year, and daily the residue of the term, with 
a branch mail to St. Louis, Missouri, three times a week the first year, 
and daily the residue, as aforesaid, all in steamboats ; all other offices on 
the route and on the branch route to be supplied with the mail as the 
Department shall hereafter direct, at the rate of forty-five thousand 
dollars for every quarter of a year during the continuance of this con¬ 
tract ; to be paid by the postmasters on the route and branch route above 
mentioned, or in funds which may be now or hereafter on deposite in the 
Northern Bank of Kentucky, the Commercial Bank of Cincinnati and its 
agency at St. Louis, and in any banks in the cities of New York, 
Philadelphia, or New Orleans, or otherwise, at the option of the 
Postmaster General, in the months of August, November, February, and 
May. 

2d. That the mails are to be taken from and delivered into the offices 
at the ends of the route and branch route, and taken from and delivered 
to the carriers of the office for each intermediate post office, on or near 
the bank of the river. But two hours’ detention is to be allowed for 
each intermediate point. 

3d. That a room for the mails is to be provided in each boat, in which 
they shall be put, and kept under lock and key. The boat will be re¬ 
quired to make the utmost practicable despatch, and to run through in 
the time specified in the schedule attached to the contract. 

4th. That the captain or clerk of the boat will be allowed a mail key, 
after being duly sworn, for the purpose of transferring mail packages 
from one bag to another, and placing way letters in mail bags, the better 
to facilitate and ensure their delivery to their proper office. 

5th. That if the contractors shall run on this route or branch route a 
boat or other vessel more rapidly than they are required by their con¬ 
tract to carry the mail, they shall give the same increased celerity to the 
mail, and w ithout increase of compensation. 

6th. That they shall not, by themselves or agent, transmit or be con¬ 
cerned in transmitting commercial intelligence more rapidly than by 
mail. 

7th. That the contractors will, if required by the Postmaster General, 
faithfully render an account of all moneys received by them on account 
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of the Post Office Department, and will pay over to the General Post 
Office all balances remaining in their hands. 

8th. That in every case of failure to perform the trip, whatever may 
be the cause, there may be a forfeiture of the pay for the trip ; and a 
failure to arrive at a post office by the time set in the schedule shall be 
considered as equal to a whole trip lost; which forfeiture may be in¬ 
creased into a penalty of ten times that amount, according to the circum¬ 
stances under which the failure occurred. 

9th. That the contractors shall be subject, for failure to take or deliver 
a mail or any part of a mail, for suffering the mail to be injured, lost, or 
destroyed, or for negligently suffering it to be wet, to a penalty of twenty 
dollars ; which may be increased to one hundred dollars, according to 
the size and importance of the mail, and the circumstances under which 
the failure occurred. 

10th. That the contractors shall be answerable for the persons to 
whom they shall commit the care and transportation of the mail, and 
accountable for any damages which may be sustained through their un¬ 
faithfulness or want of care ; and that they will discharge any agent or 
clerk having charge of said mails, whenever required to do so by the 
Postmaster General. 

11th. That the Postmaster General may alter the time of arrival and 
departure fixed by the schedule, but not so as to increase the expedition. 

12th. That the Postmaster General may discontinue the service when¬ 
ever he shall consider it necessary to do so, he allowing one month’s 
extra pay to the contractors. 

13th. That the Postmaster General may annul the contract for repeated 
failures of the contractors to perform any of the stipulations of the con¬ 
tract, for violating the Post Office law or disobeying the instructions of 
the Department, or for assigning this contract without the assent of the 
Postmaster General first obtained. 

14th. That the said United States covenants with the said contractors 
to pay, as aforesaid, at the rate aforementioned, quarterly, in the months 
of August, November, February, and May. 

The contractors are allowed to omit four trips a week, from the middle 
of July to the middle of November, in each year, at a pro-rata reduction 
of pay, after the first year ; and $20,000 per annum is the portion of the 
above pay allotted to the St. Louis branch. 

Provided\ always. That this contract shall be null and void in case the 
contractors, or any person that may become interested in this contract, 
directly or indirectly, shall become a postmaster or an assistant post¬ 
master. No member of Congress shall be admitted to any share or part 
of this contract or agreement, or any benefit to arise thereupon ; and 
this contract shall, in all its parts, be subject to the terms and requisitions 
of an act of Congress passed on the twenty-first day of April, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eight, entitled “ An act 
concerning public contracts.” 

And it is mutually covenanted and agreed by the said parties, that this 
contract shall commence on the first day of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-eight, and continue in force until the thirtieth day of 
June, inclusive, which will be in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-two; to commence earlier than first of January next, if practi¬ 
cable, at the above rates of compensation. 



6 Doc. No. 212. 

In witness whereof, the contractors and the Postmaster General have 
hereunto set their hands and seals, on the day set opposite their 
names. 

signed, sealed, and delivered, in 
the presence of 

James H. Marr. 

C. M, STRADER, [seal.] 
l6tA Sept., 1837, 

E. P. JOHNSON, [seal.] 
16th Sept,, 1837, 

September 16, 1837, 

SCHEDULE. 

Subject to alteration by the Postmaster General, agreeably to the pro¬ 
vision contained in the 1 \ th section of this contract. 

Leave Louisville every Sunday, Tuesday, and Thursday, say at 10 
A, M. 

Arrive at New Orleans in eight days, by 10 A. M. 
Leave New Orleans every Sunday, Tuesday, and Thursday, say at 

10 A. M. 
Arrive at Louisville in twelve days after, by 10 A. M. 
After the first year, to run in one day less time each way, and sooner 

if practicable. 
The branch mail to be delivered at St. Louis in three and a half days 

from Louisville, and at Louisville in same time from St. Louis; and 
perfect connexions to be kept with the New' Orleans mail at the mouth 
of the Ohio river. 

March 20, 1838.—Ordered discontinuance of branch mail, from 1st of 
April next, at $20,000 reduction per annum. 

Ordered, That the service on steamboat route No. 3330 (Louisville, 
Kentucky, to New Orleans, Louisiana) be reduced, for the second year, 
to three times a week, upon condition that the contractors run good 
steam packet boats, in addition to their regular line, two or three times 
a wreek, as may be required by the Department, between New Orleans 
and St. Francisville, Louisiana, and between Vicksburg and Natchez, 
Mississippi, supplying the way offices as directed ; also, that they convey 
the mail between the steamboats and the post offices, whenever carriers 
may be necessary, at their own expense ; also, that they convey, on any 
or all of their boats, whenever and as long as may be required, agents 
of the Department, one for each boat, and furnish them secure and 
convenient apartments, exclusively for their accommodation and that of 
the mails, all without charge ; and that a reduction of $60,000 be made 
from their annual compensation, to take effeet on the 4th August, 1838, 
and continue until the 4th November, 1839, when the daily service is to 
commence. And from the commencement of the daily service an addi¬ 
tional allowance of $10,000 per annum will be made, for the additional 
service by packet boats, for carrying the mails to the intermediate offices, 
and for the board and accommodation of the agents, all as aforesaid ; to 
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cover, also, a similar arrangement on the St. Louis branch, if service on 
that shall be revived by order of the Department. 

We agree to the conditions and stipulations of the above order. 
STRADER & JOHNSON 

By C. M. STRADER. 
May 18, 1838. 

June 5, 1838.—-Contractors directed to supply Quincy once a week, 
ascending and descending the river. 

Know all men by these presents : That we, Charles M. Strader and 
Edward P. Johnson, as principals, and John B. Bland and Jacob Stra¬ 
der, as sureties, are held and firmly bound unto the United States of 
America, in the just and full sum of three hundred and sixty thousand 
dollars, value received, to be paid unto the United States of America; 
to which payment, well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, our 
heirs, executors, and administrators, jointly and severally, firmly by these 
presents. Sealed with our seals; dated the day and year set opposite 
our names. 

The condition of this obligation is such, that whereas the above 
bounden Charles M. Strader and, Edward P. Johnson, by a certain in 
denture of contract, executed on an even date herewith, covenanted with 
the said United States to carryr the mail of the United States from Louis¬ 
ville, Kentucky, to New Orleans, Louisiana, with a branch mail to St, 
Louis, Missouri, as per said contract, commencing the 1st day of Janu¬ 
ary, 1838, and ending the 30th day of June, 1842 ; service is to com¬ 
mence as much earlier as practicable, at the same rate of compensation. 

Now, if the said Charles M. Strader and Edward P. Johnson shall 
well and truly perform the covenants in the said indenture expressed, on 
their part to be performed, and shall account for all penalties, and shall 
promptly repay all balances that may at any time be found due from 
them, then this bond is to be void ; otherwise, to remain in full force. 

C. M. STRADER, [seal.] 
\m Sept., 1837, 

E. P. JOHNSON, [seal.] 
16th Sept., 1837. 

J. R. BLAND, [seal.] 
JACOB STRADER, [seal.] 

Signed, sealed, and delivered, in 
the presence of 

James H. Mark. 
Jer. Barker. 
Jas. Thompson. 
H. M. Moore. 
James Gorman. 
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The following post offices are to be supplied ivith mails by steamboats, 
on route No. 3330, (Louisville to New Orleans,) the number of times 
per week set opposite to each office, respectively. 

OHIO RIVER. 

ON THE WEST BANK. ON THE EAST BANK. 

Evansville, Indiana, three times per week. 
Mount Vernon, Indiana, once a week. 
Shawneetown, Illinois, three times a week. 
Golconda, Illinois, once a week. 

Caledonia, Illinois, once a week. 
Mouth of Ohio, Illinois, once a week. 

Louisville, Kentucky, three times per week. 

Smithland, Kentucky, three times a week 
descending; ; ascending1 mail to be sent to 

Paducah. 
Paducah, Kentucky, three times a week as¬ 

cending ; descending mail to be sent to 
Smithland. 

Columbus, Kentucky, once a week. 
Mills Point, Kentucky, three times a week. 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

ON THE WEST BANK. 

New Madrid, Missouri, once a week descend¬ 
ing, three times a week ascending. 

Davis’s Landing, Arkansas, once a week as¬ 
cending ; descending mail to be sent to 
Helena. 

Swaine’s Landing, Arkansas, once a week. 
Plum Point, Arkansas, once a week. 
Cornwall Court-house, Arkansas, once a week. 
Lucas, Arkansas, once a week. 
Huriburt, Arkansas, once a week. 

Council, Arkansas, once a week. 
Walnut Bend, Arkansas, once a week. 
Helena, Arkansas, three times a week. 
Oldtown, Arkansas, once a week. 
White River, Arkansas, once a week; July 

23d, three times a week, ordered. 
Napoleon, Arkansas, once a week. 

Fulton, Arkansas, once a week. 
Columbia, Arkansas, three times a week. 
Cooper’s Landing, Arkansas, once a week. 
Grand Lake, Arkansas, once a week. 

Lake Providence, Louisiana, once a week. 
Pekin Grove, Louisiana, once a week. 
Milliken’s Bend, Louisiana, once a week. 

New Carthage, Louisiana, once a week. 

ON THE EAST BANK. 

James Bayou, (doubtful where situated,) 
once a week. 

Obionville, Tennessee, once a week descend¬ 
ing ; ascending mail to be sent to New 
Madrid. 

Ashport, Tennessee, once a week. 
Randolph, Tennessee, three times a week 

descending, once a week ascending. 

Memphis, Tennessee, three times a week. 

Bolivar, Mississippi, once a week. 

Princeton, Mississippi, once a week down, 
three times a week up. 

Vicksburg, Mississippi, three times a week. 
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MISSISSIPPI RIVER—Continued. 

ON THE WEST BANK. 

Point Coupee, Louisiana, twice a week. 

Plaquemine, Louisiana, twice a week. 

Bayou Gould, Louisiana, twice a week. 

Donaldsonville, Louisiana, three times a week 
up, twice a week down. 

ON THE EAST BANK. 

Grand Gulf, Mississippi, three times a week. 
Natchez, Mississippi, three times a week. 
St. Francisville, Lou., three times a week. 
Port Hudson, Louisiana, twice a week. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, three times a week. 
Manchac, Louisiana, twice a week. 

Iberville, Louisiana, twice a week. 

New River, Louisiana, twice a week. 

Bringiers, Louisiana, twice a week. 
Bonnet Carre, Louisiana, twice a week. 
New Orleans, Louisiana, three times a week. 

Note.—Where not otherwise expressed, the number opposite the post office means the 
number of weekly trips in each direction. 

The steamboat agent will report which of these offices have gone out of operation, and 
which should be discontinued ; also, their proper relative positions. 

The following is a copy of the endorsement on the foregoing. 

List of post offices to be supplied by steamboats on 3330. 
Mails for the within tri-weekly offices are to be sent in a separate bag for each office ; for 

the once-a-week offices, all in one bag. The iron lock only is to be used, except on the 
Louisville and New Orleans bags, which should be secured with the brass lock. 

Offices above St. Francisville will send mails for the offices between St. Francisville and 
New Orleans, to St. Francisville. A third weekly mail to Baton Rouge will be sent in a 
separate bag. 

The New Orleans and St. Francisville packet will carry the twice-a-week mail, and the 
third weekly mail to Baton Rouge and Donaldsonville will be taken by a through boat. 

2 
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